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The Duty of SVUBIE CTS 
Conſider'd, with an Eye to 


the preſent poſture of AF 
fairs, Cc. 


1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. 


Submit your ſelves to every ordi- 
nance of Man for the Lords 
ſake : Whether it be to the King, 
as Supreme; or unto Governors, 
as unto them that are ſent by him 


for the puniſhment of evil doers, 


and for the praiſe of them that 
do well. Ef. 


HIS Epiſtle was written chiefly to 
ſome Strangers ſcattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia 
| Minor, and Bithynia, and to ſome de- 
vout Greeks, and Proſelytes of the Gentiles, who 


were 


were converted to the Chriſtian Faith. The oc- 
- caſion of it, amongſt other things not neceſſary 


to be mention d at this time, was to prevent 
their combining in the Jewiſßh Wars, and being 
concern d in the Rebellion againſt Cæſar and his 
Officers, which that turbulent People was then 
beginning. For the Jews, before their Subjection to 
the Roman Empire, would. not acknowledge any 


Governor but the moſt high and mighty God; 
and ſo oppos'd not only Cæſar, but all foreign 
Potentates, who refus'd to govern them by their 
own Laws or God's immediate Appointment, 
They moſt of them claim'd a pretended Right 
to ſuch a Freedom as ſet them above the Duty 


of Obedience to Kings themſelves, and all in 


eneral reſiſted thoſe in Authority under them: 
So that they were frequently diſobedient to the 
Roman Magiſtracy, and, - pleading their Liberty, 
made wſe of it for a Cloak” of Maliciouſneſ5, 
x Pet. ii. 16. or in other words, of Sin and Wicked- 
nes. This their obſtinate humour, the wiſe A- 

ſtle thence well obſery'd, would certainly give 
birth to a fatal Calenture of univerſal Debauchery, 
and nat only fo, but was directly claſhing with 
the Qrdinance of God; And therefore, fearing 
the new Converts alſo might be infected with it, 
he preſſes them to their Civil Duty, and ſhews 


them the Extent of it, in this ſerious and pa- 


thetical Exhartation, Submit yourſelves to every 


Ordivante of Man for the Lord's ſake : Whether - 


it be to the King, as Supreme; or unto Governors, 
as wnto them that are ſent by bim, And, to in- 


courage their Obſervance of it, he then acquaints 


them that the End and Deſign of framing Civil 
*— Goverament gere, what muſt be approv'd of by 


* 
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* all juſt and religious Men, lie punybment' of crit 
doers, and the praiſe of them that do well. 


II is certain, therefore, this Exhortation being 
fill in force, that Civil Duty is of more Im- 
portance than thoſe Men imagine, who look up- 
on it only as ſomething that they muſt, and not 
ſomething which they ought to obſerve. © One 
_ Circumſtance of the words before me will evince_ | 
this: They were deliver'd at a time when the 
King to be ſubmitted to was barbarous and 
* cruel” Nero; He whoſe violent and ſavage 
Hands were daily ftain'd with the Blood of 
guiltleſs inoffenfive Men; he who could rack 
and mafſacre his Fellow- creatures, for nothing 
but beheying in the God that died to fave our 
Souls, and. who, in all probability, had elected 
a Miniſtry of his own deteſtable Principles. Did 
our 9 5 then ſo earneſtly enjoin Submiſſion 
to thoſe Perſons in Authority, who had com- 
mitted” ſomething like Sacrilege, in murdering 


the Innocent, and fo laid their Honour in the 


Duſt? 1 may venture, without Immodeſty to 
conclude thus far, that we ought to be very well 
aſſux d of juſt reaſon for ir beſors we preſume 

to oppoſe the Meaſures of a State, or even to 
ſpeak evil of Kings and Governors. Nay, un- 
leſs we cancel the Injunctions of ſeveral Cham- 
pions for Righteouſneſs, Who witneſs d the Di- 
vinity of them, by Blood ſpilt with uncommon 
Pains, that Man who faffers himſelf to be over- 
come with capricious Humours of this kind can- 
not be thoroughly grounded in the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. He may be Pharifaically zealous in ſome” + 
nice Points; he may be oſtentatious in tithing 
of Mint, and Aniſe, 3 Cummin, but cannot 


abide 
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. 
| abide the . Touchſtone of Chriſtian Perfection 
For to pretend to fear and not honour 
the King, or to honour the King and not his 
Miniſters, without 5 great Default on their 
Pars are, in my humble Opinion, irreconcilable 

and a De ee 
many facred Injunctions on | this head. | 


K v 1, were we intirely exempted from Religious 
Obligation, the End and Deſign of Civil Go- 
vernors are ſufficient Reaſons for our Submiß 
fion to them. They are inſtituted for the Puniſh- 
ment of evil doers, and for the Praiſe of them 
that do well: That awful Perſon re· eminent 
on the Throne is the immediate M er, and 
venerable Repreſentative of God Almighty. and 
his juſtice to that glorious End. The other 
| Governors, - Which the Apoſtle means, are his 
 inferiovur neceſſary Aſſiſtants in that important 
Q pacity; and, whilſt all and . of theſe are 
ref of. their ſacred Truſt, Beg aac Blef- 
fings of this troubled : Life are 'd from 
them; They are Fathers to the Fatherleſs, 
pPlead the Cauſe of the diſtreſſed Widow, and 
Kop the Tears of injur d Innocence: They give 
them Life, and ſupport the drooping Heads of 
Religion and Virtue, and by detecting and pu- 
niſhing Immorality and Prophaneneſs, are ve 
ſtrumental in promoting the Glory of God: They 
admaniſter. the ſerene Enjoyment of our tempo- 
Inheritance, and ſecure to the Meritorious 
the Comfort = Deli 1 of a good Reputation: 
In "ſhort, they provide, to their utmoſt, that 
every one be treated nie fach as he is, and fo 
Nen Peace on Earth, and Good - will amongſt 


Wherefore 1 a acquit themſelves 
5 __  worthily, 


(11) 
worthily, in their eminent Occupations, and as 
the Vicegerents of a wile, juſt and good Being 
ſhould, they are not only deſerving of our Sub- 
miſſion but our Prayers, and will always be & 
ſteem'd fo by all [truly good __= Fun 0a 
Men. 5 


SUCH, ann Wann were a Sas of 
St. Peter when he wrote this Epiſtle, and this is 
the ſcope and meaning of my Text: But the 
reaſonableneſs of this Duty is — ſo well under - 
ſtood, that it will perhaps be thought: more 
proper, whilſt Tm before more than a Parochial 
Audience, and at this particular 3 2 1 
* endeavour to y wy | 


pi Ks . In ine manner our ſubmiſſion 
ould he buſt expres, 
EEE x, Y, That 1 ſhould offer ſome Res- 


ons for our ſubmitting in that mer to Wr 
preſent” Government. 


er 3, I will propold/ an; Txpeliont 
Dir og ng ſome Men 6 ee a nie 
rye | 


02 arri 1, ASI” myttif; en- ug be 
munity in an Application of what all be ſaid, 
aud 0 conclude. _ 
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(12) 

Frs r, then, I will endeavour to ſhew in 
what manner this Duty, which the Apoſtle en- 
Joins us, would be beſt expreſs'd... And that 
would be- briefly, ' in ſuch a peaceable, content- 
ed and willng Obedience to their reaſonable 
demands, as would moſt promote the eaſe an 

happineſs of our King and Governors. 


Ws His great perplexities of the regal Office 
addreſs themſelves very earneſtly to our Charity, 


or ſuch a demeanor: For altho', inchanted 


with gloſfy pomp and outſide ſhew, we fix our 
Eyes on Robes of State with admiration, and 


are apt to conceive the Prince is bleſſed beſore 


the time, yet this is not the ſum of Majeſty 
caſt up, and all that Crowns and Scepters mean. 
Could we but comprehend the perpetual - care, 
the concern and the fatigues, which. fill the 
Royal Breaſt, we ſhould commiſerate rather than 
deſire to be exalted to that pre-eminence. Every 
good and watchfal Guardian of his Country's 


Intereſt is always full of anxiety and ſollici- 


tude. If any Hoftilities are attempted upon him 


from Abroad, he muſt ſummon up all his Wiſ- 
dom to concert Schemes of Security and De- 


fene: He; muſt. prudently conſult and weigh 
whether he be able with Ten thou/and to meet 
Bim who cometh againſt him with Twenty thouſand - 
If God Almighty's good Providence indulges 
him with a Serenity of Affairs Abroad, it too fre- 
» quently: happens that he has many diſquietudes to 
gampoſe at home: In every ſofter interval of re- 
poſe from fears of open Enemies, without his ut- 
moſt vigilance and circumſpection, he may be be- 
tray'd by the inſidious Counſel of pretended 
5 © iS | Friends; 
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Friends: Religion and Juſtice, ſo often ty- 
ranniz d upon and inſulted in a degenerate Age, 
are conſtant Supplicants of his Succour and 
Protettion: And, when his temporal concern- 
ments are made as eaſy. as poſſible, it is ſtill 
his important buſineſs to confirm the Solemn 
Covenant of everlaſting Salvation, through which 
alone he may exchange his corruptible for an. 
incorruptible Crown. So heavy and burdenſome 
is the charge of Kings, and conſequently, in 
ſome leſs Degree, of all thoſe who are made Co- 
partners in Government with them. Surpriſing 
difficulties theſe are for infirm Mortals to in- 
counter, and extended to much larger meaſures 
by every inſtance of the Publick s uneaſineſs. 
And therefore it is not only our duty to ſubmit 
to our Hang? and Governors; but our ſub- 
miſſion would 

able, contented and willing manner, as would moſt 
promote the tranquillity and happineſs of them 
all in general, and more particularly, make the 
Crown fit eaſy on our Soyereign's Head. Which 
brings me + 


src ON. v, To offer ſome reaſons for our 
ſubmitting. in that manner to the preſent Govern- 
ment. | 


AND the firſt which I ſhall inſiſt upon is the 


gratitude we owe to the Divine Providence, which 
has ſo vifibly plac'd us under the conduct of it, 


and our deſire of continuing the Bleſſings which 
are annex d to it. 1 


Ie 


be beſt expreſs'd in ſuch a peace- 
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a Ir ever any People was oblig'd to praiſe the 
Lord for his goodneſs, and declare the wonders 
that he hath wrought for the Children of Men, 


- 
- 


it moſt be granted we of -this Nation are: For, 


although we have been always wanton, or uneaſy 
in our preſent Condition, either ſporting with, 


or deſpiling the benign diſpenſat ions God's 


infinite Wiſdom: Although we have been always 
blowing up the Coals to ſet fire on our own 
Treaſure, and weakening the Pillars of our own 


Happineſs : - Although the deftruttion of our 


Laws, Liberty and Religion” has been often at- 
tempted by Felt and domeſtick fraud and 
violence: Let God Almighty hath miraculpuſty 
indulg'd us with the fruition of what may con- 
tribute to make this Life comfortable, and the 
next eternally glorious, under the auſpicious in- 
Haence' of a pradent Government. And this may 
frye to'convince us how | reaſonable it is that we 
ſhould © expreſs our Senſe of ſuch ineſtimable fe- 
licities, in a calm ſubmiſſion to that Government 


which is God's Inſtrument of ſo great bene- 


ficence to us. 


Bur, If ſuch a eonſideration be inſufficient 
to ſtir us up to that frame of Spirit, ſurely there 


is ſomething preſſing to it, in every impending 


danger of being depriv'd of our Enjoyments. 
Every ſuch appearance ſhould prompt us 'to in- 


validate and ſuppreſs whatever tends. to the ba- 
_ piſhing and impairing of them, as che fatal in- 


cendiaries of Ambition, Intereſt or Ill perſuafion, 
all eminently deſtructive of the publick Good. 
And how do we know that the revengeful Arm 
is not now lifted up, or whether the Mercy of 
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(35) 
God, once more abus d, will not grow weary” 
and retreat from us for ever? Although that 
bliſsful Fountain diffuſe itſelf in innumerable 
Meanders, and be ſuch as Eternity cannot ex- 
hauſt, yet we may turn aſide its beatifick Streams: 
And, were that to be our dreadful calamity 
(which God forbid) we might ſeek redreſs from 
the Author of all Comforts, but that would be 
only to ſue for Judgment on our ſinful and inex- 

ble diſcontent. Wherefore, as we would not 
make ill returns. to the Divine Providence, tor 


- moſt merciful diſpenſations; as we would not 


ſuffer. our Ingratitude to be of the blackeſt 


Dye, and want a Plea to palliate its com- 
plexion; as we would not provoke the Al- 


mighty to remove our Candleſtick from us, it is 
incumbent on us to beware that the preſent E- 
mergencies do not carry us inta too much Dis- 
quietude and Diviſions, and readily to ſubmit 
to, and acquieſce in the preſent Government. 
And, to which end, be pleas d to conſider, 


. SECONDLY, without heat or prejudice, 
Whether we are not happy in a Prince of equal 
Goodneſs, Courage and Conduct? One that has 
made repeated Promiſes of being our common 
Parent, and, with the favour of Heaven, to im- 


mortalize his Memory by a demeanour worthy of 


the Royal Function: A Prince that has made 


evident Diſcovery of Strength of judgment in 


his Polity, and a decent in his Affections 

for his People. The one is prov'd by his diſ- 

cretionary choice of ſo many faithful Fellow- 

labourers in his Vineyard, the other by the 

tendency of his Deſigns and Meaſures —_ 
| G 
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(116 ) 1 
Good and Intereſt of his Kingdoms. Notwith- 
ſtanding all the preſent complaining in our Streets, 
Who can witneſs againſt him before the Lord? 
Hhoſe Ox hath he taken? Or whoſe Aſs hath 


- be taten? Or whom hath he defrauded *® Whom 


hath he oppreſsd? Or of whoſe hands hath he 
receiv'd any bribe to blind his Eyes therewith ? 
There is indeed an extraordinary demand upon 
your Eſtates at preſent, and the weight of it is 
very great, it cannot be denied; but, let the 
impartial anſwer, Is · not the Neceſſity for it ex- 
traordinary too? Our Reaſon, in theſe ungrate- 
ful Circumſtances, is generally loſt in deſpon- 
dency or paſſion, otherwiſe, with all due ſub- 
miſſion, it is very conſpicuous that, without 
thoſe courſes which our King and Governors 
have taken, our Commerce the Support, our Li- 
berty the Glory, and our Religion the beauteous 
Ornament of the Nation -might ſpeedily have 
been facrific'd to the wild Beaſts of the Field. 
Tho' it is to be hop'd- that our wakefulneſs 
and care will prevent the malicious Enterprizes, 
and diſconcert the Deſigns of our Enemies, yet 
had we been ſlothful' and unconcern'd at them, 
and not trim'd our Lamps, with the foohh 
Virgins in the Goſpel, - we might have ſuffer'd, 
as they did, for our Supineneſs and Indolence : 
We might ſoen have ſtartled at a gloomy Scene 
of Affairs, and moum'd the troubled aſpect of 
our holy Sion. And then (as the Royal Pſal- 
miſt ſays) we ſhould have been even at our Wit's 
Ends, and the Loſs of thoſe precious Pearls, 
which we flight in Poſſeſſion, would have given 
us a melancholy conviction of, what we generally 
diſcover in that unfortunate manner, the Errors 
of our Judgment and Obliquity of our AM 
| | ut 
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But the miſchief is, we are apt to be ſenſible 
of nothing but what we feel. And beſides, 
which is very wrong, we are given to paſs a 
judgment on any ſtate or condition of Life, 
from ſome one or more circumftances and in- 
{ſtances of it, inſtead of a juſt and judicious com- 
pariſon of its Bleſſings and Infelicities together. 
And thus we act in the caſe before us. We re- 
pine and murmur at* parting with ſomewhat 
more than ordinary of our beloved treaſure, 
tho' it be requir'd of us to ſecure us from more 
ſhocking Evils; from greater difturbance in our 
Civil Rights, and the extirpation cf a Religion 
conſtituted of the moſt ſaving Wiſdom, which is 
infinitely preferable to all that can be taken a- 
way from us. And which be pleas'd to reflect 


upon as 


A Third and ſelſ-ſufficient reaſon for our ac- 
quieſcence and contentment under the preſent 
Government. | 


Cour we poſſibly perſuade Men to rid 
themſelves of that Prejudice and Paſſion with 
which they improperly diſcourſe of theſe great 
Affairs, we might not, in the leaſt, doubt of e- 
ſtabliſning the Belief of theſe two important 
Points, vis. 

THAT the Chriſtian Religion is the moſt 
excellent in the World; and 


C TraT 


6189 
TAT Religion beſt ſupported and eſtab- 
lim d under our preſent Government: Which 


two Points, if we can clear them up, will be 
ſtrong Enforcements of the Duty which I am 


diſcourſing of. 


FIRST then that the Chriſtian Religion is 
the moſt excellent in the World. 


I T is neither obſtrufted by ſtumbling-blocks, 
nor-expos'd to obloquy by any fooliſhnels that is 
in it: And whoſoever will give himſelf the 
trouble of inquiring by what means it was firſt 
propagated in the World, wall find himſelf amply 
fatisfy'd of its Truth and Divinity: For it is 
receiv'd from all hands that they who were pri- 
mitively concern'd in its Promotion were chietly 
a few, illiterate, ignorant People, - diſtinguiſhed 
only by their Poverty and Simplicity: The pro- 
feſt, jon which they were about to eſtabliſh was 
then the odium of all Mankind, and therefore to 
be expos'd to the threats and diſpleaſure of the 
whole World. And yet, in the ſpace of about 
Thirty Years, it was diffus'd in all. the Parts of 
the Noman Empire, and reach'd even the Par- 
thians and Indians, by means of Men who had 
no Riches to bribe, no Subtlety to draw in, nor 
Eloquence to delude the World. And this not- 
withſtanding the Mighty, and the Princes of 
Blood ſet themſelves in array againſt them, in 

the moſt barbarous manner that can. poſſibly en- 
ter into the Heart. of Man to be - conceiv'd. 
Feb. xi. 37. They were ſtoned, they were ſawn 


#/under, were tempied, were ſlain with the a; of 
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They wandred about in Sheep-skins and Goat«skins, 


Being deſtitute, affiited, tormented. The Seeds 


of Chriſtianity were ſown in Tears and Blood, 
and yet grew and increas'd ſo much *faſter, than 
any other profeſſion then in being, that, we can- 
not but aſcribe it to the Will of God; and if 
ſo, it is downright Blaſphemy to ſay that is not 
the true Religion which God's Right Hand hath 
planted and water'd. Then if we conſider its 
undoubted rewards ; what Religion can promile 
greater than the Chriſtian does? How mean 
and deſpicable does the Land of Canaan look to 
the New FJeruſalem? In what proportion ſtands 
the Religions Few's proſpett with the good 
Chriſtian's aſſurance of the fruition of an eternal 
God, and Rivers of pleaſure at his Right Hand 
for evermore ? Or ſuppoſe the firſt in full poſſeſſion 
of his fancied bliſs, and rich in honour, pleaſure 
and abundance, that Trinity which he adores ſo 
much, yet what are all theſe to a bleſſed Immor- 
tality in a Society of Saints and Angels? What 
to the Reſurrection of our Bodies and Souls to 


everlaſting Strength and Beauty that ſhall eclipſe 


even the Stars of the Firmament? What are 
all theſe Pleaſures, compatible only with the 
Body and Senſe, in competition with an endleſs 
ſtate of Perfection? A ſtate wherein the Un- 
derſtanding ſhall be ſtrip'd of its dusky Veil 
and ſet free from Errors; wherein the Know- 
ledge ſhall be improv'd to an inſpection into the 
Divine Providence: and God Himſelf; wherein, 
to ſum up all, our felicity will be complete, ſincere 
and durable. All this is the Prize of our high 
calling in God by Chriſt Jeſus: Theſe are the 
rewards which our bleſſed Saviour holds out to 
vs in Heaven: Rewards, the expectation of which 
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pulls out the Sting of Death, and ſtrips that 
King of all his Terrors ; clears up the gloomy 
rolpe& beyond the Grave, and .ſoitens every 
Pact that leads us to it. Such is the excel- 
lency of the Chriſtian Scheme; and were theſe 
groundleſs and chymerical Suggeſtions, as they 
are the poſitive declar'd will of God, we might 
challenge all the World to produce another 
calculated ſo well to make Men Loyal, Charitabl 


and Friendly. 
LE r us then inquire, 


SECONDLY, Whether that Religion is not 
beſt ſupported and eſtabliſh'd under our preſent 
Government. And this in my humble Opinion 
will not bear diſputing. 


W x need only caſt our Eyes a few Years back to 
ſee how Chriſt's. Religion would flouriſh in the 
Kingdom of Belial. How can we indeed ſuppoſe, 
without new Miracles, that any Potentate edu- 
cated in Ignorance, Error and Deluſion, will be 
forward to exert himſelf in defence of their con- 
traries, which are the Effentials of our Religion? 
What would a perfect Bigot to the See of Rome, 
nll'd. with the deteſtable maxims of Arbitrary 
Power; what would ſuch a Lyon do at the head 
of our meek Church, but tear down our Fences, 
and trample them under his Sacrilegious Feet? 
No more can we imagine that Truth and Falſhood 
may ſtand together, than the Ark of God and 
the Idol of Dagon. The weakeft in this, as in 
other Caſes, would go to the Wall, and it is eaſy 
to conceive which that would be when the one 


holy Catholick Church would not only be 2 
| | naked 


(21) 


naked and defenceleſs, to oppoſe all others in the 
World, but to wither, as it primitively flouriſh'd, 
in Blood and Perſecution. 


Bou T, Bleſſed be God, her Sacred head is 
exalted yet, and, tis hopeiul, always will be un- 
der the protection of Proteſtant Powers who are 
the ſure Defenders of our holy Faith. And, 
whatever Men of unquiet Tempers would have 
the World believe, there can be no real reaſon 
to imagine that our moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
who is a Proteſtant Prince, will not ſhew himſelf 
the Fortreſs of the Proteſtant Religion : Eſpe- 
cially when it is conſider d that that Religion 
and his Sceptre are a mutual Grace and Preſer- 
vation, and, like the two Cherubims, look one 
upon another, 


THE Chriſtian Religion then being the moſt 
excellent, in the World, and beſt ſupported under 
our preſent Government, How great and inex- 
preſſible are our Reaſons to ſubmit ourſelves to 
it, in a peaceable, willing and contented man- 
ner? It is certain that he, who would im- 
pair or aboliſh that, would ſhatter or blow up 
the foundation, on which, next to God, all our 
Glory and true Intereſt ſtands: He would 
weaken or take away the Security of all that is 
near and dear to us in our property, and pull 
- down a Rock of the ſureſt Footſteps to a bleſſed 
Immortality. He would deprive us of our Li- 
berty; He would baniſh that pure Religion 
which God's Right Hand hath planted amongſt 
us, and which is the hope and confidence of our 
Souls; He would ſee the Church of Chriſt, 
God bleſſed for ever, fall a Victim to Idolatry 

| | and 
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and Corruption, and all its hallow'd Lights ex- 
tinguiſh'd and go out. Suffer us therefore to a- 
waken your Underſtanding, or to keep it awake 
- againſt all falſe reaſoning on theſe heads; but, 
above all, to pray that your Will be found fault- 
leſs, and not movd by any temporal to att a 
part againſt your eternal Intereſt, 


To turn the Tide would perhaps be an En- 

deavour as Effectual as to reduce moſt Men of 
another bent to a practical Conſideration of 
theſe Points; yet one Expedient there is which 
may operate upon ſome; and which I ſhall 
therefore 


IN the third place propoſe: It is the diſcoun- 
tenancing of Vice and Irreligion, and introducing 
virtue to favour and reſpect. And here, I hum- 
bly hope, you Gentlemen of the Country-Ma- 
giſtracy will pardon my preſumption if I bring 
you in to att a part in this neceſſary work. 
It is a truth, beyond all diſpute, that Religion 
is the ſtrongeſt Pedeſtal to raiſe . Loyalty upon, 
and that the latter flouriſhes or- decays in pro- 
portion to the former. Wherefore, whoever 1s 
induſtrious in cultivating Religion, is equally in- 
ſtrumental in enforcing- the Duty of Subjects to 
their King and Governors. And that the Civil 
Magiſtrates, diſpers'd in the Country, may be 
moſt inſtrumental of all Men in cultivating Re- 
Þgion is too evident to be doubted: For they, 
who are beſt arm'd for the diſcountenancing of 
Vice and Irreligion, are certainly beſt qualified 
to ſet-up their contraries, Religion and Virtue : 


And who are fo well prepar'd to fight that glo- 
. {ER . rious 
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rious Battle, as thoſe Gentlemen under autho- 
rity ? | 


Ir this be retorted upon us, the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel; Alas! What is it that we can do? 
We can expoſtulate upon the tenour of the 
Scriptures, draw out a beautiful, tho? faint, 
Idea of the glorious City of the living God; 
another, of thoſe dreadful Priſons where ſinful 
Souls muſt mourn for ever, and ſhew to whom 
the two interminable Eſtates, beyond the Grave, 
will be aſcrib'd: And, when we have done this, 
which is all that we can do, we have only mo- 
dulated a little Air into Words which-are almoſt 


as ſoon forgotten as the Sound is over. Do 


we but preſume, with all the Modeſty that be- 
comes us, to reprove thoſe, who caſt dirt into 
the face of Religion, and ſtrive to make her 
look wan and uncomely; it is the moſt that we 
can expect, if we give no offence. And when 
we meet with- ſome, - who are apt to be perſua- 
ded) of the terror of the Lord; after a little 
reaſoning of Righteouſneſs, "Temperance and 


Judgment to come; we begin to be look d upon 


as the melancholy Meſſengers of fad tidings, 
and are thus diſmiſt (as St. Paul was by the Ro- 
man Governor) Acts xxiv. 25. Go thy way 


for this time, when JI have a convenient Seaſon 
ill call for thee. 


LE me not be thought to inſinuate the in- 


validity of our Office in order to juſtify the re- 


miſs or negligent ( Reproach belong to him that 


would attempt to excuſe them) but rather only to 


aſſert a. very deplorable Truth: That the moſt 
faithful Paſtors, which adorn the Church, have 


found. 
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found the venerable. Laws of Chriſt, and the ſo- 
lemn Sanctions by which they are guarded ; the 


Grace of God itſelf, aſſiſting only in its ordina- 
ry Way, and their own perpetual Care and In- 
duſtry defeated, and Means inſufficient to reform 
the obſtinate and habitual Reprobate. All theſe 
tis true, are falutary Ointments for a green 
Wound, but will feldom purge an old ulcerated 
Sore, Thoſe Truths, with which we open our 
Divine Commiſſion, - are, in themſelves, ' {acred 
and awful, but they rarely ſtimulate the har- 
dend Criminal, becauſe they are not to be ex- 
ecuted in this World, and he hopes the Grave 
will ſecure him from any other. But inflicti- 
ons, moderately and immediately apply d, will 
put a period or at leaſt reſtraint to Vice and 
Arreligion: And give me leave to obſerve, 
Gentlemen, that if you would but be prevaiPd 
upon to be as active as your Commiſſions 
would bear, your King and your Country 
would owe you thanks for the increaſe of So- 
briety, Righteouſneſs and Godlineſs, and God 


would reward you. Your Authority is affert- 


ed, with the immediate impoſition of puniſh- 
ments, Pecuniary or Corporal, and they will 
influence, whilſt our Doctrine, which is per- 
ſuaſive only, will be ſcoff d at and derided. 
Tou have alſo a more eſpecial Opportunity 


of doing this good, from the extenſiveneſs of 


your Juriſdiction, ſince there is no Vice or De- 
bauchery whatever that does not fall un- 
der the Cenſure of it: And, as you have 


both Opportunity and Power, permit us to be- 


ſeech you to exert them in ſupport of true 
Religion and Morality, and diſcountenancing 
Debauchery and Prophaneneſs. I need not fear 


to 


e een 


to carry this point ſo high as to ſay you will Y 


even fave the Souls of Men: For, being ne- 
ceſũtated to att an upright part, and reftrain'd 
from. flying - into the face of Religion, they 
may, in time, fall in Love with it, and become 


good Chriſtians, Reſtraints put upon. the out- 


ward, may, by degrees, find power to bind the 
inward. Man; and they, who are now proud of 


open Scandals and all immorality, may become 


diligent in their reſpective Callings, Proſelytes 
to a Practice of their Civil and Religious Du- 


ties, and, by cn all peaceable Neigh- 


bours and good Subjects. 


HA vix d then gone through the ſeveral 
Heads of my Diſcourſe, I beg leave to addreſs 


my ſelf in an application of it, to the commu- 


nity, and will then conclude. 


AN p Hr, Since it is the Duty of Subjects 


to ſubmit to the reaſonable injunctions of their 
King and Governors, in a peaceable, contented 
and willing manner, it concerns es to learn 


thence, what conduct would become us beſt at this 
dubious. Criſis: Thence we are plainly ad- 
moniſh'd to behave ourſelves, - under the Ex- 

cation of thoſe great Events, which fills the 


reaſts of all Europe, with a reſignation to 


the wiſdom and circumſpection of our Admini- 


ſtration, that, next to God, being properly 


concern d in the Management and Conduct of 


our National Affairs. Although we cannot re- 
ſtrain} our fluttering Spirits from being buly, 
nor confine - ourſelves to - filence, about the 


meaſures of the * reſpet to War 


and 


# 
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and Peace, yet to meddle, in any degree, 
therewith is to incroach fo far upon the Royal 
Prerogatiye. Thoſe weighty Queſtions are, and 
always have been inveſted in the Crown, and 
Kings win treat with none but Kings, on any 


et of ſuch general importance. 


How improper and immodeſt is it then for 
us to interpole herein (elpecially for moſt of 
us, Who are ſo little acquainted with the Po- 
licy of Kingdoms) and how unreaſonable are 
Heat and Paſſion upon thoſe Subjects? Yet 
ſuch is the humour of this Nation, that we 
are too curious and active in eyery thing, un- 
leſs the Commands of God and Duties of 
Religion. The misfortune is, we are full of our- 
een and "ſo vain and felF conceited, that 
ſome Men, of all Stations, down to the mean- 
*eſt Mechanick, are apt to fancy, themſelves ca- 
Pete to teach our Senators Wiſdom. 


ONE thinks Affairs might be carry'd on 
to a much greater advantage, could he be ad- 
mitted to counſel the King's Friry-Counſellors: : 
Another, of leſs Modeſty, is for refining upon 
the Schemes of the whole Body-Politick : 
And neither g. them, in all probability, is 
better qualify d for the Provinces, to which 
they think themſelves equal, than Phaeton was 
to drive che Chariot of the Sun. But 
how . does this accord with ſubmitting to our 
King and Governors'? Is this the Duty of 
quiet and eaceful Subjects? No: It is dif 
eig th hots "Breaſts Which we ſhould ſtudy 


to compole: It is platting a Crown of Thorns 


and putting as on our Sovereigr?s Head: Now 
therefore, 


LY 


a ſpeedy calm, 
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| therefore, whilſt we are mgre immediately. con- 


cern'd $0 ingratiate ourſelves with the mercies 
of God, How ſeaſonable is it for moſt of us 
to bewail our Sins in private, rather chan diſ- 
turb others and ourſelves too with M con- 
jectures about Affairs which we can form no 
juſt Ideas of? How much better, and more 
like dutiful Subjects would it look, to confide 


quietly in the infinite Bounty of God Almighty 


and our Adminiſtration? To pray and ſupph- 
cate for the. favour of Heaven in our national 


Enterprizes, and not to think we obſerve our 


civil Duty ſo ſtrictly as we ought, if we do 


more or leſs than that? 


LASTLyY, and to conclude, whilſt all the 
Meaſures which our Sovereign takes are manifeſt- 
ly levePd at the of our Church 
and Kingdom hilt his generous aim is to 
keep. the Chatinels of our comme@ge open, and 
to fence the Vineyard f our Gad and Savi- 
our; whetheſ theſe gather q Sor ſhall end in 

r whether his Right-hand muſt 
teach him terrible thing e ν, join in fincerity 
of Affection, and bleſs him in bis going out and 
in his coming in, bleſs him in the City or in the . 
Field. It is. certainly our Intereſt, as well as 
Duty to be all of one and ſuch a Mind; there 
being no other Expedient, without Arms, fo 
well adapted. to. make our Enemies behold and 
tremble. It would not lop off only a few Sprigs 


of their hopes, but, at one blow, cut them all 


down. For as the Diviſion of a Kingdom a- 
gainſt itſelf gives the greateſt aſſurance that it 
cannot ſtand, fo the harmony of it, off the other 
hand, proclaims as loudly that it ſhall not fall. 
And now (bleſſed be the iſſues of God's good 
| | : | Providence) 
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ing and Parliawehr, „ how gloriouggvould , 
ingdom be, would the People: join them, 
u triple Alliance: in 'our:own Land. 
thing, would ſtartle our Adverſa- 
| them /fuſpett: the abortion of 
their: dug Schemes, and reſolve their Coun- 
es imo this at lat, Surely this Ser Nation 
is 4 wife and underftatiding | Which: 
3 ſpeechly give them) „to do, 
GP hs ininite Mercy grant rg Ge. 2 
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